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= Nicolet

NICE NEWSLETTER

Nicolet is nearing the end of the second month of shipments of the NICE emulator. We
have received a number of good comments, which we appreciate. We have also had a few

problems which have inconvenienced some of you, and for this we apologize.

We would like to take this opportunity to summarize some of the common problems and
the resolution of them. We will also mention a few of the unique problems with the
request that if you have experienced a similar problem and resolved it, you will pass the

information on to us.
I. COMMON PROBLEMS

1. Units through Serial #1070 experienced a malfunction when using TRACE (T) and
UNTRACE (U) commands. This was remedied by adding the .C command and
changing the TRACE command to .T and the UNTRACE to .U.

7 On all units, the SUBSTITUTE INTO MEMORY command S was inadvertantly left
in the User's Guide. The only form of the substitute command is S START-
ADDRESS.

3. The pin assignments for setting up the communications connector as described on
page 6 of the User's Guide are incorrect. Received Data should read PIN 3 (PIN
2) and Transmitted Data should read PIN 2 (PIN 3).

For those user's who may be establishing a communications interface other than
with the RS232 cable supplied, please note that there may be a degradation in
the performance of NICE as the cable length is extended.

4, Pages 36 and 43 of the manual show examples of assembly and disassemblys,
commands "A" and "L". The mnemonics displayed at address 8009 should read JR
NZ, S-4 and at address 800D, JR S-9.

Nicolet Paratronics Corporation
201 Fourier Avenue

Fremont, California 94539



II. UNIQUE PROBLEMS

L.

NICE does not function properly with the Freedom 100 terminal. We have not
had a chance to review specifications on this terminal and thus have not

addressed this problem.

User's with Prog Log target systems have experienced problems in reading the
Z80 registers correctly. Upon entering the QUIT mode, all Z80 registers are
filled with F's. An expianation of this probiem is as follows: The NICE unit uses
the Z80 data bus of the target system. When NICE uses the bus, it drives MREQ,
IORQ, RD and WR high. At this point the target system should not have any
devices driving the Z80 data bus. If the target system does drive the Z80 data
bus while no memory or 1/O requests are being processed, NICE will not function
properly. On the Pro Log, this problem was fixed by cutting one trace on the
target board. Careful examination of system timing is essential if you have a

similar problem.

Downloading Intel Hex Files

We have had one user indicate that he could download at 300 baud but not at
9600 baud. The reason for this is that NICE processes data at approximately 300
baud. NICE gives a Clear to Send signal for each byte of data. Thus the Clear
to Send signal is present for one byte then is removed until that byte is
processed. If the transmitting system is not monitoring or not observing the
NICE Clear to Send signals, the NICE buffer will be overloaded causing NICE to
fail.

If you have a system that requires modification, such as the Cromenco ZPU
described on page 69 of the User's Guide or the Pro Log previously described, we
will be glad to supply you with such NICE specifications as are necessary to

assist in identifying the modification.

NOTE: If you intend to use your personal computer as the terminal, you will

need to develop your own application program.





